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JUNE 2021 

ZONE 4 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
 

The pandemic has certainly brought its challenges to all of us this past year and a half 

but it looks like things are starting to turn around as vaccinations are taking place and 

numbers of Covid cases decrease. As a principal, I know that this situation has had a 

great impact on all of our students and families.  Please know that we are truly apprecia-

tive of all the efforts that you as parents have made to support this very different educa-

tional journey over this past year. We also want to thank all of the grandparents and day-

care providers out there who have lent a helping hand. 

If we do not return to the brick and mortar school before the end of June, we will be set-

ting up a schedule for each family to come to the school to pick up report cards, school 

pictures, items left at school (everything inside desks, indoor shoes, clothing) and give you 

an opportunity to return textbooks, novels, learning materials and computers that were 

sent home for the on-line learning period. More details will be sent home when we find 

out procedures we must follow.  If school resumes in the building before the end of June, 

pictures will be sent home asap, report cards will be sent home June 25th, and student 

belongings will be sent home on students’ last day of school. 

Next Year’s School Organization 

As we finish this school year, we start planning for the next school year. Teacher place-

ments will not be finalized until the end of August since some teachers may return/move 

to the virtual school or move to other positions or schools. At the time of writing this 

newsletter, we know that Miss Grace is leaving and the teacher taking her class is Miss 

Ceglowska. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Miss Grace for all her hard work this 

year. I know she was well loved by students and families, and will be fondly remembered. 

Right now (and subject to change), our organization for 2020/21 is: 

JK/SK—Mrs. Hewings 

Grade 1/2—Miss Ceglowska 

Grade 2/3—Mrs. Matwijiw 

Grade 3/4—Mr. Melfi 

Grade 5/6—Miss Strkalj 

Grade 7/8—Mr. Leyzer 

JOURNEY 
Hearts On Fire 

(Luke 24:32) 

This means that our Grade 2 and 3 students will be divided into two 

classes. Please know that the staff takes student placement very seri-

ously and much discussion and consideration goes into deciding into 

which class students will be placed. As a team, we look at student read-

ing levels, abilities in Math, independent work habits, friends and sib-

lings, supports required, etc. If you have a child who will be in 

Grade 2 or 3 next year and you have information you would like us to take into 

account when doing the placements, please e-mail me, dpetruka@bhncdsb.ca be-

fore June 11th. Your request is not guaranteed, but it will be sincerely considered.  
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES 
 

2020-2021 
 

Kate  
Nathan 
Noah 
Holly 

Carter 
Emma 

Emily L. 
Rebecca 
Emily R. 

Liam 
Massimo 

Graduation Blessing 
God of all beginnings and endings, 

We thank you for the gifts of these graduates; 

Their excitement, their wonder, and their curiosity. 

Their contributions have both challenged and blessed us, 

And we have become a richer, more diverse community because of them. 
 

As they go forward into the world that awaits, 

Comfort their fears with the knowledge of your divine presence. 

Strengthen their resolve to walk in the footsteps of Jesus as modern day disciples.  

Guide their feet as they move through life, protect them from the pitfalls of darkness. 

Show them the warmth and promise of your light so that they may help to lead our future generations. 
 

We ask this blessing upon each of them, 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Father John will be streaming a Graduation Mass for the graduates on June 17th and we will be having an 

on-line and  drive-thru celebration on June 24th.We wish them all the best at high school next year! 

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!  

Staff and students would like to extend our thanks to all those who have 
volunteered throughout the school year.  
 
Thank you to our Snack Program volunteers: Mrs. Tjugito, Mrs. Palombi, 
Mrs. Perrodou and special thanks to Mrs. Hope, who has led the program 
at St. Patrick for the past 6 years! 
 
Thank you also to our Parent Council members: Mrs. Gudgeon, 
Mrs. Rodrigues-Moore, and Mrs. Sysiuk.  
 
Your incredible efforts and commitment are of great value and are very 
much appreciated by the whole school community! 



Summer Programs offered by Brantford Public Library:  
 
The Read On virtual tutoring program (for Grades 2-6) will help boost literacy, 
math and French skills with one-on-one tutoring! There are multiple 2-week ses-
sions in July and August to choose from. These sessions will be held over Zoom. 
While tutors are specially trained and have experience working with children, tu-
tors are not qualified to work with children with special needs. Registration starts 
June 5th. 

Our 2021 TD Summer Reading Club runs July 5 to August 27, 2021. Kids ages 0-12 
can track their reading and submit book reviews all summer. Participants will be 
entered in a draw for a chance to win a prize each time they log their books or sub-
mit a book review in the ReadSquared app. If you have limited access to Internet or 
would prefer an offline option, summer reading booklets will be available for pick 
up at either the Main or St. Paul Branches beginning July 5.  

 

 
ARE YOU MOVING? 
 

In order to avoid reorganization in September, in particular of primary aged children, 
we ask that parents inform the school if you will be moving and registering at anoth-
er school for September.  
 
Even one child moving out of a class can impact our school organization. We urge you to inform the office, not just your 
child’s teacher, if now or over the summer, you will be moving out of our school catchment area.   
 
Thank you for your support. 

Jump Rope for Heart 

Thanks to everyone who participated in Jump Rope for Heart! 
Our school community raised $508 for the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation. Gift card prizes are being mailed directly to par-
ents in early June. 

Prayer for the End of the 
School Year 

 
 

God of wisdom, 

We thank you for all the gifts you 

have given us throughout  

this school year. 
 

We praise you for giving us life, 

for saving us in Christ, and for  

choosing us to be your people. 
 

As we come to the end of this  

school year, we voice our gratitude 

for the good things you have  

done in us, 

and we praise you for all who have 

shared in the work of this school. 
 

We ask you to bless them in your 

love and give them refreshment  

and peace. 
 

We praise you, God,  

through Jesus Christ,  

our Lord, who lives and reigns  

forever and ever. 

 

Amen. 

 
Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers/Revised Edition. USCCB 

School Council Financial Report 

This year, School Council raised $4765.00 from the Calendar Draw, $229.05 from the Gift Card fundraiser, and $160.46 from Lunch-
box Hot Food orders. Council is putting $5000 toward log benches that will create an outdoor classroom area for the Kindergarten 
students. Council had set aside money from last year’s fundraising to give each classroom teacher funds for consumable items they 
used in their class this year. Council also set aside money to help with the Grade 8 graduation. 

A huge thank you goes to members of school council for their hard work fundraising and for their serious consideration of a worthwhile 
purchase that would benefit students in the school. 

School Financial Report 

This year, the school’s only fundraiser was pizza days from which we raised $2151.77. This money will be put toward the log benches 
in the kindergarten area.  

The school had accumulated fundraising dollars from previous years to purchase more home reading books and for other school 

needs. The home reading books were purchased this year at a cost of $5708.43. Money was also spent this year on the painting of 

playground lines, Caught-Ya winners’ pizza, various storage containers to keep items separated due to Covid, plastic cutlery, zip lock 

bags for first aid ice, prizes for events (e.g., family pumpkin carving contest), appreciation gifts for volunteers and school helpers, 

kitchen items, outdoor recess play equipment (e.g., frisbees), consumable dry erase boards, and special classroom project materials

(like pumpkins and baking supplies). 



A MESSAGE FROM THE TRANSPORTATION DEPT.: 

A reminder to all families that the  
transportation portal, the location where 
families go to access their  
transportation details for the coming 
school year, will be available as of  
August 15th this year.  
 

The portal can be accessed by visiting:  
https://transinfobhn.ca/StudentLogin.aspx and by entering 
your child’s: 9 digit Ontario Education Number, House #, 
School of attendance and grade as of September. If you 
have difficulty accessing your child’s details or have found 
that the information contained in the portal needs to be up-
dated, please reach out to transportation staff by  
calling 519-751-7532 or by emailing  
transportation@stsbhn.ca.  
 
Transportation staff are in all summer and are here to  
answer any questions you may have and to make any 
changes to your home or daycare locations. 
 
 

MedicAlert’s NO CHILD WITHOUT  
PROGRAM IS AT OUR SCHOOL 
 
The No Child Without program offers a free MedicAlert 
membership to students who  
attend our school and are between the ages of 4 up to their 
14th birthday. If your child has a medical condition, allergy 
or is required to take medication on a regular basis then 
you should consider a MedicAlert membership through this 
program. For further information come to the office for a 
brochure or visit www.nochildwithout.ca.  
 
To register your child, you will need a No Child Without 
brochure from the office. 
 
Fire and Lockdown Drills 

We completed 5 of our mandatory 6 fire drills before Spring 
Break. If we return to school before the end of June, we will do 
our 6th fire drill. Lockdown drills were done through discussion 
this year since we were unable to physically practice those drills. 
The layout of our school allowed us to safety practice fire drills. 
The children and staff did an excellent job with all drills. Although 
the chances of having an actual fire alarm or lockdown are very 
small, it is important that we practice and understand what to do in 
case of an emergency.  
 

Important note: 
 
Please note that supervision is NOT provided for students who 
stay to play on the school grounds after the dismissal bell.   
Staff members are near the parking lot to ensure that all stu-
dents walking and being picked up leave safely but they are 
not able to supervise students who are playing on the school 
grounds after school. We encourage all students to leave the 
school grounds after the dismissal bell unless a parent or 
guardian is here to supervise them.   School staff are not avail-
able after the dismissal bell to supervise students playing on 
the school grounds. 

 

SCHOOL DRESS CODE 

In the event that we return to the brick and mortar building 
in June, we ask parents to pay close attention to what stu-
dents are wearing to school. If the school is to be a special 
place where the community can expect a standard of excel-
lence, and where students are to develop a sense of dignity 
and seriousness about learning, then it follows that our 
style of dress should reflect that standard. Our dress code 
is as follows: 
 
1. No clothing with inappropriate logos, sayings, and/or 

pictures. 

2. No spaghetti strapped shirts or tank tops are to be 

worn by any student from Gr. 5 to Gr. 8. 

3. Midriffs should not be exposed. 

4. Pants are to be worn at the waist — undergarments 

are not to be visible. 

Shorts/skirts are to be an appropriate length for the stu-
dent. Student may be asked to call home for a change of 
clothes if their shorts/skirt is deemed to be too short.  
 
If it is extremely hot outside, recess times may be reduced. 
Students are encouraged to take it easy on hot days; play 
games where they are not running hard all the time; take fre-
quent breaks in a shady spot; wear sunscreen; and continu-
ously hydrate throughout the day. 

Talent Show 

We will be doing our Talent 
Show virtually this year. If your 
child has a special talent they 
would like to share with every-
one in the school, please send 
a one minute video to the 
school via e-mail to Mrs. Lewis at dlewis@bhncdsb.ca 
by June 4th. All videos will be compiled into a show 
that students will watch with their class on the com-
puter at home via Brightspace/D2L or at school on the 
ActivBoard with their class at the end of June. 

 

 

 

June 11 - P. A. Day—no school 

June 20 - Father’s Day 

June 25 - Final Report Card goes home 

June 28 Last school day for students 

 

HAVE A SPECTACULAR SUMMER ! 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER... 

https://transinfobhn.ca/StudentLogin.aspx
mailto:transportation@stsbhn.ca
http://www.nochildwithout.ca


A Note From The Public Health Nurse At Your School… 

 

Be Sun Smart This Summer 

 

As the warm weather approaches and summer draws near, it’s hard to resist going outside to relax or 

have fun.  While the sun’s warm rays may feel good on our skin, too much sun can be harmful!  

Keep yourself and your children well protected from the sun’s harmful rays by following these tips. 

• Avoid the sun  between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., when the sun’s rays are the strongest 

• Wear long sleeve, loose fitting clothing that will keep you cool and  protected from the sun’s rays 

• Wear a wide brimmed hat that covers the face, ears and neck 

• Cover your eyes by wearing sunglasses that protect from both UVA and UVB rays 

• Use sunscreen labelled “broad spectrum” and “water resistant” with a SPF of 30 or higher and 

      remember to: 

   Read the directions, which will tell you when to apply the sunscreen 

   Reapply sunscreen according to package directions, especially after swimming or sweating. 

• Protect your lips by using a lip balm with an SPF and reapply it throughout the day 

• Find shade or bring your own (e.g. an umbrella) 

 

 

 

For more information on sun safety, visit the Canadian Cancer Society website, www.cancer.ca  
 
 

http://www.cancer.ca

